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COOPERATIVE  AGREEMENT.  Cooperation  between  a  local  agency  and 
private  power  has  cleared  the  way  for  construction  of  the  $62 
million  South  Fork  Feather  River  water  and  power  project  in 
California.  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  and  the  Oroville-Wyan- 
dotte  Irrigation  District  have  signed  a  50-year  contract  under 
which  PG  and  E  will  buy  power  from  the  project,  paying  $3,- 
158,000  a  year,  enough  to  cover  estimated  building  and  operat¬ 
ing  costs.  The  district  may  issue  bonds  to  a  limit  of  $62 
million  under  authorization  of  a  1958  election  and  this  money 
will  finance  construction  and  interest  until  power  payments 
come  in.  No  state  or  federal  funds  will  be  used. 

Construction  bids  will  be  opened  at  Oroville  May  12  by 
Bechtel  Corp.  and  district  officials  hope  to  see  construction 
under  way  by  summer,  with  completion  by  mid-1963. 

PLEA  LOST  ON  ATOM  SITE.  A  circuit  court  judge  has  denied  Ha¬ 
waiian  Electric's  application  to  condemn  a  485  acre  site  in 
Kahe  Valley  for  a  future  nuclear  power  plant.  Climaxing  a  2‘-.- 
year  court  fight,  the  ruling  held  that  the  company  had  not 
given  sufficient  legal  basis  for  the  plant  and  in  effect  held 
that  nuclear  power  is  too  far  in  the  future  to  justify  such  a 
large  tract.  Right  was  given  to  condemn  83  acres  in  the  same 
area  and  HECO  has  announced  that  it  will  have  a  conventional 
75,000-kw  plant  in  operation  there  by  1963. 

EHV  PROJECT  EXTENDED.  A  750-kv  experimental  transmission  line 
will  be  built  and  operated  jointly  by  American  Electric  Power 
Co.  and  Westinghouse.  Originating  at  Apple  Grove,  W.  Va. ,  on 
the  Ohio  River,  the  new  project  is  made  up  of  three 
lines.  It  is  an  extension  of  a  1946  investigation  in  which 
the  same  company  built  the  500-kv  Tidd  test  line  at  Brilliant. 

WAGE  INCREASE.  A  contract  effective  April  1  between  Puget 
Sound  Power  &  Light  Co.  and  IBEW  will  result  in  wage  increases 
of  more  than  4%.  The  new  hourly  scale  for  linemen  is  $3.37, 
a  14<z  increase.  This  and  a  group  life  insurance  program  pro¬ 
vided  will  cost  the  utility  about  $520,000  a  year. 

DELAY  ASKED.  Governor  Brown  of  California  has  asked  U.  S. 
Senate  action  to  delay  an  administration  proposal  for  a  Bon- 
neville-PG  and  E  intertie  until  the  states  involved  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  complete  studies  of  an  extra  high  voltage 
common  carrier  intertie.  In  a  letter  to  Senator  James  E.  Mur¬ 
ray  (D),  chairman  of  the  senate  committee  on  interior  and  in¬ 
sular  affairs,  the  governor  urged  that  any  action  await  a 
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RULING  REVISED.  In  a  4-2  decision,  the  Colorado  Supreme  Court 
has  restricted  an  REA  cooperative  and  given  two  privately 
owned  utilities  exclusive  rights  to  serve  an  expanding  sub¬ 
urban  area  north  of  Denver.  The  ruling  reversed  the  Colorado 
PUC,  which  held  in  a  1957  decision  that  Union  Rural  Electric 
Assn,  had  equal  rights  with  Public  Service  of  Colorado  and 
Colorado  Central  Power  Co.  to  serve  the  area.  The  majority 
ruling  said:  "Public  Service  and  Colorado  Central  Power  have 
for  many  years  been  able  and  ready  to  render  adequate  service. 
There  is  complete  absence  of  proof  that  any  additional  service 
is  required  or  desirable."  The  ruling  restricts  Union,  estab¬ 
lished  in  1938,  to  serving  customers  it  had  on  Jan.  7,  1957. 

UTAH  POWER  &  LIGHT  will  build  a  $2,350,000  high-voltage  trans¬ 
mission  line  96  miles  from  Castle  Gate  to  Vernal  in  the 
state's  Uintah  Basin.  The  line  will  provide  interconnection, 
as  required  by  federal  law,  between  Flaming  Gorge  and  Glen 
Canyon  Dams  in  northern  Arizona.  It  will  also  make  energy 
available  for  development  of  low-grade  phosphate  ore  in  the 
Humphreys  deposit  north  of  Vernal.  San  Francisco  Chemical  Co. 
has  already  announced  immediate  start  on  the  first  unit  of  a 
benef iciation  facility. 

ONE  YES,  ONE  NO — One  week  after  it  had  rejected  a  10%  rate  in¬ 
crease  requested  by  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.,  the  Washington 
State  Public  Service  Commission  authorized  Puget  Sound  Power  & 
Light  Co.  to  increase  its  rates  an  average  of  about  11%. 
Slightly  less  than  requested  by  the  company,  the  increase  will 
amount  to  $3,634,000  annually.  The  commission  estimated  the 
utility's  present  rate  of  return  at  5.4%  and  believes  the  in¬ 
crease  will  up  this  to  6.25%.  In  the  PP&L  case,  it  held  that 
present  rate  of  return  is  6%  and  that  the  company  is  entitled 
to  from  5.75  to  6%  on  its  Washington  investment. 

HEARING  DATE — FPC  hearings  on  conflicting  applications  by  city 
of  Los  Angeles  and  Arizona  Power  Authority  for  construction  on 
the  Colorado  were  set  for  Sept. 12  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

EUGENE'S  TENTATIVE  TIMETABLE  for  its  $25  million,  90,000-kw 
Carmen-Smith  hydro  project  sets  May  27  for  bid  call  on  the 
major  contract.  Construction  is  expected  to  start  in  August. 

COPCO  HAS  THE  GO  AHEAD  from  California  for  construction  of 
Iron  Gate  Dam  on  the  Klamath  River.  The  state  water  rights 
board  granted  the  utility  a  permit  under  condition  it  maintain 
minimum  stream  flow  sufficient  to  sustain  fishlife. 
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STATE  RULES — Salt  Lake  County  was  told  by  its  chief  civil 
deputy  county  attorney  that  the  State  of  Utah  had  taken  over 
control  of  electrical  and  plumbing  contractor  examinations  and 
licenses  so  its  idea  to  hold  examinations  and  to  license  con¬ 
tractors  by  the  county  as  well  can  not  be  done.  The  county's 
plumbing  and  electrical  codes  are  being  re-examined  in  view  of 
this  ruling. 

NO  FAVORITES — Utah's  State  Department  of  Contractors  told 
utilities  such  as  the  gas  companies  that  they  could  not  in¬ 
stall  appliances  and  fixtures  without  a  state  contractor's 
license.  An  eastern  Utah  gas  utility  had  been  contracting  for 
installation  of  furnaces,  contending  that  as  a  utility  it  was 
exempt.  The  state  attorney  general  warned  that  any  other 
action  would  be  unfair  to  competitors. 

DISTRICT  50,  the  catchall  union  of  the  John  L.  Lewis  miners' 
union  seems  to  be  growing  in  its  influence  in  the  Fresno  area 
and  even  in  southern  California  where  residential  building  is 
active.  There  are  more  than  45  electrical  contractors  in 
Fresno  area  who  have  signed  with  District  50  to  supply  con¬ 
struction  workers,  who  not  only  do  electrical  but  other  craft 
work  as  required.  A  majority  of  the  residential  work  and  an 
increasing  volume  of  small  commercial  and  industrial  is  re¬ 
ported  to  be  done  under  this  union. 

Both  the  IBEW  and  NECA  in  Fresno  have  talked  about  reopen¬ 
ing  contract  negotiations,  although  they  are  not  due  for  an¬ 
other  nine  months,  in  an  effort  to  cope  with  the  situation. 

AFTER  A  TWO-DAY  PICKETING  at  the  Atlas  missile  installation  15 
miles  northwest  of  Cheyenne,  1,000  workers  left  the  job  in  a 
protest  strike  initiated  by  the  IBEW  local.  It  claimed  that 
electrical  work  was  being  done  at  lower  than  Department  of 
Labor  standard  wages  by  technical  personnel  of  Convair  Astro¬ 
nautics.  A  plea  from  the  Air  Force  in  Washington  urging  no 
delay  that  would  affect  the  summit  talks'  effectiveness 
brought  the  work  stoppage  to  an  end  and  put  the  issues  into 
negotiations. 

EVADE  BID  PEDDLE  ISSUE — At  the  Associated  General  Contractors 
national  convention  in  San  Francisco  in  late  March  a  plan  to 
create  a  voluntary  system  of  handling  subbids  to  eliminate  bid 
peddling  and  bid  shopping  was  a  hot  topic.  However,  the  con¬ 
vention  tabled  the  plan,  urging  further  study,  and  recommended 
the  plan  to  its  chapters  for  their  application  where  the 
single  contract  method  was  generally  used.  Favorable  interest 
was  expressed  in  the  formation  of  a  joint  committee  with  all 
construction  trades  to  handle  labor  problems  somewhat  along 
the  lines  of  the  NECA-IBEW  Council  on  Industrial  Relations. 
Such  a  council  would  not  handle  jurisdictional  problems  since 
a  joint  board  has  been  established  for  that,  the  AGC  spokesman 
said,  but  would  handle  deadlocked  labor  negotiations  and  avoid 
strikes . 

BID  DEPOSITORY  OF  SAN  DIEGO  COUNTY  has  been  formed  and  was 
officially  launched  March  22.  Its  president,  E.  H.  Larson, 
said:  "This  is  a  voluntary  association  of  construction  indus¬ 
try  trade  associations.  Its  purpose  is  to  protect  the  great 
construction  industry,  in  all  its  ramifications,  from  sharp 
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practices  which  increase  costs,  weaken  quality  and  destroy 
public  confidence."  Full  details  of  its  operating  procedures 
were  made  public  in  press  releases  and  in  a  pamphlet  distrib¬ 
uted  to  the  industry.  Offices  are  at  3907  El  Cajon  Blvd. , 
where  the  Allied  Trust  Fund  Administration  Service  acts  as  the 
bid  custodian.  Other  officers  are  David  S.  Shepersky,  vice- 
president;  Robert  H.  Baker,  secretary-treasurer. 

APPOINTMSIITS — Northern  California  Chapter,  NECA,  has  announced 
that  Robert  R.  Gonzalez  has  been  engaged  as  assistant  manager 
for  the  chapter.  He  has  had  considerable  experience  in  ap¬ 
prenticeship  training  education  and  is  expected  to  aid  the 
apprenticeship  and  educational  programs  of  the  chapter. 

Walter  Lisk,  who  has  been  an  electrical  contractor  in  Cu¬ 
pertino  for  six  years,  closed  his  business  to  become  registrar 
of  the  Santa  Clara-San  Benito  Electric  Bid  Depository.  He  has 
been  president  of  the  depository's  board  of  directors  the  past 
year. 

NECA  TRI-DISTRICT — Each  district  of  the  three  Western  dis¬ 
tricts  that  combine  in  their  annual  tri-district  NECA  meeting, 
this  year  at  Olympic  Hotel,  Seattle,  May  9-11,  will  hold  its 
own  morning  session,  then  combine  at  noon  to  hear  new  Presi¬ 
dent  Harold  A.  Webster  at  the  joint  luncheon.  Monday's  after¬ 
noon  session  will  hear  from  Andres  H.  Corman,  National  Wiring 
Bureau,  also  an  architect,  a  general  contractor  and  an  elec¬ 
trical  engineer.  NECA's  electrical  contractor  development 
program,  a  sample  self-appraisal  workshop  and  a  talk  on  the 
manual  of  labor  units  improvement  will  precede  Tuesday  after¬ 
noon's  cruise  of  Puget  Sound.  Karl  Stolting  will  conduct  a 
panel  skit  on  credit  planning  and  the  Northwest  Line  Construc¬ 
tors  will  hold  a  parallel  program  Wednesday  morning.  An  NAED 
speaker  as  well  as  A.  R.  Woolley  on  management's  rights  and 
responsibilities,  a  talk  from  Oscar  G.  Harbak,  IBEW  District  9 
vice-president,  and  another  by  Paul  Geary,  executive  v-p  of 
NECA,  on  the  probable  effects  of  the  1959  labor  law,  will  fea¬ 
ture  the  Wednesday  afternoon  closing  sessions. 

lES  REGIONALS — Details  of  program  are  lacking  from  both  the 
Intermountain  and  the  Pacific  Northwest  regional  lES  confer¬ 
ences  but  some  features  of  the  South  Pacific  Coast  conference 
may  well  apply  to  them  also.  The  Intermountain  conference  in 
Scottsdale,  Ariz.,  April  28-29,  and  the  Pacific  Northwest  at 
Benjamin  Franklin  Hotel,  Seattle,  May  9-10,  will  be  attended 
by  the  same  national  officers. 

The  South  Pacific  regional  at  Hollywood  Roosevelt  Hotel  May 
3-5  starts  with  the  Applied  Lighting  Competition  on  Tuesday 
afternoon.  Speakers  expected  include  Clyde  Timblin,  Hughes 
Aircraft;  Leo  Duval,  Sylvania  Electric  Products;  Charles 
Amick,  Day-Brite  Lighting;  Cash  Crouch,  lES  technical  direc¬ 
tor;  H.  L.  Logan,  Holophane  Co.,  Carl  Allen,  General  Electric 
Co.;  Robert  Wylie,  Sylvania;  Nick  Ivanicki,  Sunbeam;  Gene 
Pauly,  G-E;  President  Joe  Browder,  Georgia  Power  Co.;  Ed  Ram- 
busch,  Rambusch  Decorating  Co. ;  and  Rose  Coakley  of  Thomas  In¬ 
dustries.  A  roadway  lighting  panel  discussion  will  be  a  fea¬ 
ture.  One  "far  out"  panel.  Bill  Shalda,  general  conference 
chairman,  plans,  will  probe  into  dreams  of  what  lighting  may 
be  in  1975. 
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From  the  Desk  of  Charles  A.  Wikle,  President 
Pacific  Coast  Electrical  Assn. 


This  is  being  written  just  after  the  annual  conference  of  the 
Business  Development  Section,  and  I  welcome  the  opportunity  to 
thank  all  who  participated  in  it  and  especially  to  commend 
Chairman  Harold  L.  Moore  and  Vice-chairman  Frank  M.  Falge  for 
a  job  well  done.  The  259  registered  delegates  spent  two  days 
in  very  earnest  consideration  of  their  problems  and  came  away 
from  the  meeting  with  some  sound  plans  for  solving  these 
problems . 

Our  thanks  also  to  Directors  H.  C.  Gerster,  E.  E.  Karsten, 

J.  H.  Mead,  S.  W.  Scott  and  C.  C.  Walker,  who  represented  the 
board  at  this  conference. 

We  were  particularly  gratified  to  welcome  a  delegation  from 
the  Northwest  Electric  Light  &  Power  Assn. ,  which  included 
R.  F.  Plymire,  Leo  Chaffin,  Paul  Holden,  0.  W.  Zwanzig  and 
Alden  F.  Krieg.  There  is  real  value  to  both  associations 
through  such  interchange  of  representation  and  ideas. 

The  Engineering  and  Operating  conference  will  also  be  his¬ 
tory  by  the  time  this  memo  is  published  and  I  know  that  it, 
too,  will  be  a  great  success.  I  had  the  opportunity  to  attend 
some  of  the  meetings  at  which  the  program  was  being  formulated 
and  I  know  what  a  great  interest  it  will  hold  for  a  large  seg¬ 
ment  of  our  industry.  I  am  sure  that  Chairman  George  R.  Best 
and  Vice-chairman  H.  K.  Breckenridge ,  and  all  of  their  commit¬ 
teemen,  will  have  enjoyed  a  most  gratifying  feeling  of  accom¬ 
plishment  . 

The  spring  conference  of  the  Administrative  Services  Sec¬ 
tion,  at  the  Hunt ington-Sheraton  Hotel,  Pasadena,  April  11-12, 
represents  the  second  half  of  this  section’s  activities,  the 
first  being  the  very  successful  conference  in  Palo  Alto  last 
November. 

A  hearty  welcome  is  extended  to  the  following  new  company 
members  who  will,  we  hope,  be  active  in  their  participation  in 
the  affairs  of  the  association: 

Los  Angeles:  Agencies  Co.,  T.  G.  Tesman;  American-Standard, 
Industrial  Division,  William  S.  Badt ;  Associated  Wholesale 
Electric  Co.,  C.  D.  Russell;  Biddle  Trade  Publishing  Co.,  R.  G. 
Holabird;  Cannold  Electric  Wire  &  Cable  Co.,  Emanuel  Fishberg; 
Duro  Fittings  Co.,  Luther  D.  Shank;  John  M.  Fincke  Co.,  John 
M.  Fincke;  Glenmart  Co.  Inc.,  Joseph  Madl  Jr.;  Donald  E.  In¬ 
galls;  McGraw-Edison  Co.,  Toastmaster  Division,  E.  D.  Yates; 
Utility  Appliance  Corp. ,  P.  L.  Chabre ;  Chicago:  L.  E.  Myers 
Co.,  A.  L.  Nelson;  Eugene,  Ore.:  Pennington  Crossarm  Co., 

John  L.  Pennington;  Beverly  Hills:  Thompson-Ramo-Wooldridge 
Product  Co. ,  Lewis  0.  Ward  Jr. 

This  will  be  my  last  opportunity  to  address  our  membership 
through  a  News  Letter  "memo"  prior  to  the  June  30  conclusion 
of  my  term  as  president.  Also, it  reaches  many  of  you  whom  I 
shall  not  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  personally.  I  wish, 
therefore,  to  avail  myself  of  it  to  thank  all  of  you  who  have 
helped  to  make  the  past  year  one  which  will  always  rank  high 
in  my  most  pleasant  memories. 
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TIREX 

is  Incomparably  Flexible 


The  wonderful  flexibility  of  Simplex -TIREX  assures  easy 
reeling,  coiling  and  handling.  But  beyond  this,  TIREX  offers 
other  important  features,  too. 

TIREX  cords  and  cables  are  cured  in  lead,  by  an  original 
process  which  results  in  a  perfectly  smooth,  uniformly  dense, 
abrasion -resistant  rubber  jacket.  TIREX  cords  and  cables  are 
rugged,  light,  and  easy  to  handle,  and  won’t  snag  or  tear.  And 
their  neoprene  jackets  give  balanced  resistance  to  abrasion, 
water,  acids,  oils,  sunlight  and  flame. 

Millions  of  feet  of  TIREX  are  in  use  everywhere -on  the 
job  transmitting  |)ower  for  mobile  mining  equipment,  construc¬ 
tion  machinery  and  portable  tools  of  all  types.  Investigate  how 
Simplex -TIREX  cords  and  cables  can  help  you. 


WIRE  &  CABLE 


79  SIDNEY  STREET.  CAMBRIDGE  39,  MASS 


The  American  manufacturers  of  transoceanic  telephone  cables 
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Check  the  12  features  (shown  above  in  cutaway 
view)  of  Anderson’s  new  AH  (aluminum)  and 
BH  (bronze)  Dura-TAP  hot  line  clamps.  They’re 
12  .sound  reasons  why  you  should  specify  these 
“won’t  relax’’  clamps  for  your  next  installation. 

1.  Extended  “beak"  guides  clamp  onto  conductor,  min¬ 
imizes  arcing. 

2.  Semi-elliptical  groove  provides  surer  contact  and 
wedging. 

3.  Special  guide  positions  conductor  in  groove. 

4.  Protected  threads— prevents  freezing  of  moveable 
parts  and  “seizing"  of  threaded  members. 

5.  High  compression  spring  insures  full  contact  at  all 
times. 


6.  Exclusive  keeper  top  rail  rides  under  clamp  body, 
prevents  relaxing  cantilever  action  on  keeper. 

7.  Keeper  guide  lug  maximizes  keeper  stabilization. 

8.  Retaining  rivet  prevents  disassembly  and  interfer¬ 
ence  during  installation. 

9.  Extended  body  rail  seats  in  any  standard  hot  line 
stickhead. 

10.  Extra  strong  eyestem— will  withstand  Mercurous  Ni¬ 
trate  test. 

11.  Eyebolt  housing  is  part  of  main  casting  for  minimum 
resistance. 

12.  Eyebolt  designed  to  withstand  seasonal  cracking, 
stress  corrosion. 

AH  and  BH  each  available  in  three  sizes  to  cover 
all  popular  conductor  ranges.  AH  may  also  be 
ordered  plated  for  general  purpose  use. 
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